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College. To begin with, Mr. Le Bas was very deaf,
and had on this account abandoned the bar for teach-
ing. His admirer, without seeming to realize how
this affliction must have diminished the Principal's
fitness for his office, gives more than one illustration
of its awkward results. But, even more than his
deafness, Mr. Le Bas's tendency to use inflated and
absurd diction must have made him seem ludicrous
to the students, and have destroyed the influence he
ought to have had over them.
"It was often his habit," writes Sir M. Monier-Williams,1
" to coin some word derived from Greek or Latin as more
forcible in its effect, especially on a youthful ear, than any
Anglo-Saxon equivalent. For instance, stone-throwing in
the quadrangle was forbidden, and if he happened to detect
anyone in the act he would send for the culprit, and bewilder
him by saying, ' Sir, I perceive that you are a lithobolizer.
Are you not aware that lithobolizing is prohibited? Go, sir,
and never lithobolize any more, or punishment will over-
take you!J"
A man who would talk like this, after the fashion of
Dr. Samuel Johnson, to an average English college
boy, could not be expected to retain his respect.
Several somewhat querulous letters from Mr. Le Bas,
complaining of the College buildings, of the Court
of Directors,, and of his own situation, are printed by
Sir M. Monier-Williams, and the impression left on
the mind of the reader is one of wonder that such a
man should ever have been selected for the headship
1 "Memorials of Old Haileybury College," p. 149.